Welcome to Vodafone UK News. Its aim - to bring you the latest news from the Vodafone UK Corporate Communications team.  This week:

Vodafone UK’s Freedom Packs now come with mobile internet - Even greater value on the UK’s best network

Vodafone has added mobile internet use to its pay as you go Freedom packs.  Customers buying a pack for £20 or more will now get 500MB of mobile internet use included.  

Freedom Packs give pay as you go customers amazing value.  For example, a pack of just £10 gives customers 100 minutes and 300 texts.  From today, packs of £20 or more will give customers 300 minutes, 3000 texts and 500MB of mobile internet use.

Each Freedom pack lasts for 30 days.

The Freedom Packs available are as follows:

£10 - 100 minutes and 300 texts
£15 - 200 minutes and 600 texts
£20 - 300 minutes, 3000 texts and 500MB mobile internet use
£30 - 500 minutes, 3000 texts and 500MB mobile internet use

To take a Freedom Pack customers can call 2345 or text ‘BUY PACK’ to 2345 from their Vodafone mobile. For more information visit vodafone.co.uk/freedompacks  
Vodafone UK Smartphone Bulletin: White BlackBerry Torch & Sony Ericsson Xperia Arc Set To Join Line Up
 

Vodafone UK customers can now pre-order the white BlackBerry Torch to be amongst the first people to get the handset when it launches on the 10 February. 

 

The white smartphone, which will not be available from other mobile networks, boasts the same specs as the original black version and can be picked up free on £35, 24 month price plans including 1000 minutes, 500MB of mobile data, unlimited texts and BlackBerry email services.

 

Also new to the Vodafone handset line up is the sleek, Android 2.3-powered Sony Ericsson Xperia Arc. The device, which was unveiled at the start of the year, packs an incredible amount of technology into its slim design and will be joining the Vodafone smartphone range in the near future. Vodafone customers can now register for updates on pricing and availability on vodafone.co.uk. 

 

With a host of device announcements expected in the build up to and during Mobile World Congress, Vodafone customers can expect a great range of new handsets to choose from over the coming months.

 
Vodafone UK Smartphone Bulletin: Nokia E7 Coming Soon, Nokia X3-02 Now Available
 

The Nokia E7 is coming soon to Vodafone UK, and customers can now register for all of the latest information on pricing and availability ahead of its launch. 

 

The Nokia E7 will join the BlackBerry Torch (the white version of which is also heading to Vodafone later this month) and the HTC Desire Z in Vodafone’s range of smartphones featuring both a full touchscreen and a QWERTY keyboard. 

 

For more information visit here
 

In addition, Vodafone pay as you go customers can now pick up the new Nokia X3-02 for just £90. The device features a touchscreen and keyboard combination, giving you the flexibility to use either for messaging, browsing the web or social networking. 

 

For more information on Vodafone’s pay as you go range of devices and offers, visit: vodafone.co.uk/freebees 

 
Vodafone UK helps keep the Metropolitan Police Service connected
 

Vodafone UK has secured a landmark agreement with the Metropolitan Police Service (MPS) and the National Policing Improvement Agency (NPIA). The agreement will make it simpler and more cost effective for the MPS as well as all other UK police forces to procure and benefit from mobile technology through the introduction of a new framework agreement. 

    

Vodafone has tendered for and won a new contract with the MPS, the largest police force in the country and will continue to support the force's network of mobiles in addition to now managing some of their BlackBerrys. The four year deal means that the MPS will continue to benefit from Vodafone’s reliable network, cost effective mobile services and round-the-clock support. 

 

The move is particularly significant as the agreement with the MPS forms the new mobile technology National Police Framework Agreement which will cover any UK police forces that wish to participate. The framework covers the procurement of mobile communications technology and offers UK police forces cost efficient mobile services on the UK’s best network. 

 

Peter Kelly, Enterprise Director Vodafone UK said: “We have over 20 years’ experience in delivering business critical services to nearly a million customers in the public sector and are proud we can continue to support the vital work of the UK's police forces.

 

“This agreement clearly demonstrates our commitment to delivering value for money, total communications services for both the Met and other UK police forces so they can further exploit opportunities to use communications technology to improve productivity, drive efficiencies and reduce costs." 
For more information visit vodafone.co.uk/publicsector
 
Jenson & Lewis: one tent & a festival

Jenson Button & Lewis Hamilton set up camp at their favourite music festival early...very early. Click here to watch.

If you want to get your hands on tickets for some of Britain's hottest festivals this summer before they go on general sale visit vodafone.co.uk.vip 

Vodafone UK scoops top smart metering award 
 

Vodafone UK has won its first smart metering award at the inaugural European Smart Metering Awards, part of the industry’s annual UK & Europe Summit, held in London last week.

 

The Network and Communications Award for 2011 in the Solutions Provider category was picked up by Vodafone for its large scale deployment of mobile data services as part of British Gas’s industry-leading smart metering rollout.

 

The award was given to Vodafone for its strength as a communications partner in the smart metering industry. The accolade took into account factors such as Vodafone’s award-winning network, innovative technology for secure data transfer and collection and the skills and capability of its people. In addition, Vodafone’s role in its work with British Gas helped to set it apart from the other entrants.

 

Peter Kelly, Enterprise Director from Vodafone UK said: “These new awards highlight the growing importance of smart metering in the UK. We’re proud to have been recognised for the role we, and our award-winning network, play in enabling the smart meter deployment in the UK. 

 

“Vodafone has pioneered the use of mobile data network connectivity as the most viable solution for smart metering. There will be significant benefits for customers as it will help them to better manage their energy and automatically receive a bill for exactly what they’ve used. It will also help utility companies better manage their energy networks.”

 

The Smart Metering UK & Europe Summit and the European Smart Metering Awards examine the latest developments, trends and objectives facing UK based electricity, gas and water utilities and the awards recognise innovators that are playing a defining role in moving the industry forwards.

For more information on smart metering visit smartmeteringuk2011.com
