
 
 

  
 
 

Vodafone UK 
Vodafone House, The Connection, Newbury, BerkshireRG14 2FN, England 
www.vodafone.com 
 
Vodafone UKMedia Relations 
Telephone: +44 (0) 1635 666777 
 
 
Vodafone Limited 
Registered Office: Vodafone House, The Connection, Newbury, Berkshire RG14 2FN 
Registered in England No: 1471587 

 

news release 

 

 

1 December 2011 

 

Vodafone Guardian - a new child protection app helps parents keep youngsters safe 

Vodafone has launched Vodafone Guardian, a free-to-download Android app which puts protecting 

young people from unwanted calls and texts, or inappropriate use of the internet, firmly in the hands of 

parents and carers. 

Vodafone Guardian can be set up by choosing a specific age range or features can be set individually.  

Children and parents can discuss specific preferences and format the mobile to control who can call or 

text; or to bar internet access at certain times of day. 

Vodafone Guardian is password protected and any unauthorised change to the settings sends a text 

alert to the parent or carer.  Older teenagers or adults wishing to control who contacts them can 

set features without a password.  

According to the independent regulator, Ofcom, 18 per cent of 5 to 11 year olds now own a 

smartphone. Among 12 to 15 year olds, this rises to over one third.*  Access to social networking sites, 

being able to send and receive emails, take photographs, and watch videos brings clear benefits but can 

cause concern. Vodafone Guardian gives people a way to manage these concerns, is easy to use and set 

up, and can be downloaded to most popular Android devices. 

Justine Campbell, Vodafone UK’s Legal and Government Affairs Director, said:  “As a mother I can fully 

appreciate that mums and dads, grandparents and carers want to keep in touch with their children.  And 

they also want them to be safe. 

“Now Vodafone Guardian offers them an easy, fast, simple way to help protect their child from 

inappropriate content and contact, and gives both child and carer peace of mind.” 

 The app is available from the Android Market and Vodafone AppSelect.  Vodafone also offers a free 

Digital Parenting app which provides parents with everything they need to know about their child’s 

digital world.  

Tim Loughton, Government Minister for Children and Families, said:   “I warmly welcome both the 

Vodafone Guardian App and the Vodafone Digital Parenting App as they are important tools that will 

help parents to protect their children. This is an excellent example of business playing their part and 
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working with families to restrict children’s access to inappropriate content on the internet. The apps will 

also help improve parents’ confidence and knowledge of new technology so they are able to talk to 

their children and warn them of the dangers in their digital lives.” 

Vodafone Guardian has been developed by The Vodafone Foundation, registered charity number 

1089625.  

 


