
Ready Network  
from Vodafone

Software-defined 
networking  
made possible 

The future is exciting.

Ready?





Welcome to the  
Network of Possibilities

The world has changed. 

It’s time for an enterprise network built to meet the  
demands of digital business – and designed for the  
cloud-first organisation.

Where virtualisation, intelligence and automation  
enable new levels of visibility, control and agility. 

An enterprise network that improves how we connect  
our devices, locations and with each other – fast-tracking 
innovation, supporting growth and making more possible.

Where organisations can realise the promise of the  
software-defined network sooner rather than later. 

Welcome to the Ready Network from Vodafone.

“ Like e-commerce and the Cloud,  
the software-defined network is  
one of those game-changing 
technologies that will transform  
how we all do business.”  
 
Anne Sheehan, Enterprise Director
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How Ready Network works
The Software-Defined Network (SDN) and Network Function 
Virtualisation (NFV) enable Ready Network. A network that’s 
agile, secure and based on open standards – better placed to 
support your business now and in the future.

What’s SDN?
SDN is the long-awaited answer to the 
problems posed by complex and expensive 
networking environments.

With a traditional network, each element –  
like a core switch or router – has to be 
configured manually to do a certain task. 
Which takes time and means relying on  
IT specialists. 

With SDN, the network is configured centrally, 
which means changes can be automated and 
made quickly, in response to new business 
and application demands.

We’re already seeing how SDN technology 
is enabling new solutions. For example,  
SD-WAN is an ‘overlay’ virtual solution  
that’s placed on top of your existing WAN  
or IP-VPN (your ‘underlay’ network). This 
brings intelligence to your network, giving  
you visibility and control of your network  
traffic, while providing a lower-cost  
alternative to Multi-Protocol Label Switching 
(MPLS) networking.  

“ Software-defined networking will 
revolutionise how the cloud-first 
enterprise operates. They’ll be able  
to dynamically manage their network, 
based on how it’s being used at any  
given time. Total visibility, with the  
power to makes changes in their hands.” 
 
Scott Petty, CTO

Key benefits:
1. Visibility: SDN gives you a single, real-time 
view of your whole network so you’re always 
in the know.

2. Cost: SDN reduces the management 
burden with new levels of network 
automation and control – and enables  
least-cost routing.

3. Control: SDN enables centralised control 
of your network, based on policies you  
choose from a set of options.

4. Flexibility: SDN lets you respond  
rapidly to business and application needs, 
provisioning bandwidth and new capabilities 
to your network on demand.

5. Security: the virtual network environment 
makes it easier to update your security rules, 
across all sites, devices and the cloud.  
 
What’s Network Function 
Virtualisation (NFV)? 

Just like we can virtualise apps in the cloud, 
we can now virtualise network functions to 
add new capabilities when we need them – 
and remove them when we don’t. This is NFV. 

For example, you can deploy a virtual  
firewall automatically if you detect a security 
threat, then remove it once the threat is 
thwarted. This way, you can update your 
security rules on an as-needed basis, rather 
than planning for the worst-case scenario –  
which saves costs and helps optimise  
network performance. 

JANUARY
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Why the time’s right  
for Ready Network

1. The data deluge
Many traditional networks are struggling  
with the sheer volume of data running 
through them. 

Unfortunately, that’s not about to change  
any time soon. Traffic is expected to rise  
by 20% in the next 12 months, with  
ever-increasing demand for cloud services, 
video streaming and business digitalisation. 

Ready Network gives you the flexibility  
to scale up bandwidth on demand. 

• Ring-fence bandwidth for  
 business-critical apps 
 • Meet the bandwidth demands  
 of new devices and services 
• Support a wide range of new  
 file types

2. Security: new capabilities,  
new vulnerabilities 

New devices, apps and services open up  
a world of possibilities for your business – 
and for hackers. And whether they target 
them directly, or your ever-growing number 
of end-points, you’re only as secure as the 
network that connects you. And, of course, 
the network itself is always a target. 

With Ready Network, you can quickly amend 
your firewall policy for all sites, or even turn 
up a firewall at locations that currently don’t 
have one when you detect a threat. 

• Detect malicious traffic at speed 
• Deploy virtual firewalls quickly 
• Get total network visibility that lets  
 you see everything 

• Deliver the great experiences  
 customers expect 
• Scale bandwidth up and down, 
 on demand   
• Launch new digital services  
 before your competitors

3. The always-on experience

It’s not easy delivering modern  
customer experiences on a legacy  
network infrastructure. 

People expect 24/7/365 access to digital 
services, and if your network can’t deliver 
they’re likely to go elsewhere. The reality  
is, every minute of network downtime means 
lost revenue and, potentially, lost customers 
(not to mention a damaged reputation). 

Ready Network minimises that risk.  
It’s the always-on network for an  
always-on experience. 

83%
0.8mwh

PollutionAnalytics

Access to 
 digital services

24/7



The Ready Network Manifesto
At Vodafone, we want to help more organisations realise  
the promise of SDN to enable their business ambitions by:  
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“ The network is the last major enterprise 
technology to be overhauled. SDN brings 
the network into the 21st century. It’s the 
final piece of the puzzle.”   
 
Danny Kelly, Head of UK Product

1. Empowering you to manage 
your network, your way
For us, SDN is about giving you more choice  
in how you manage your enterprise network – 
empowering you with the level of control that 
best suits you. Ultimately, we want to remove 
the time and complexity involved in making 
changes to your network. Where bandwidth 
can be dynamically allocated to prioritise 
the performance of your most important 
applications and deliver the experience your 
users demand. Where your network constantly 
learns what matters to your organisation and 
adapts in real-time. So you benefit from an 
enterprise network that’s always in tune with 
your business and customer needs.

 
2. Making SDN an evolution  
not revolution
Transition to SDN in stages. No big bang. No rip 
and replace of existing connectivity. We’ll help 
you solve your business needs, at your own 
pace. Adding SD-WAN as an overlay to your 
network to drive immediate benefits and add 
new capabilities. Getting ready to deploy new 
virtualised network functions at speed. And all 
the time, helping you reap the rewards. 

3. Redefining your network 
economics
It starts by helping you remove the unnecessary 
costs, complexity and restrictions of running 
your network. Ensuring the most effective 
and suitable connection every time, without 
compromising quality of service. Reducing your 
dependence on MPLS connectivity and reducing 
the need for network specialists. Enabling you 
to scale your features and services on demand, 
so you only ever pay for what you need. But 
the real value comes to your top line. It’s what 
happens when you can adapt your network 
in minutes, not days, to meet new customer 
demands. When you can quickly deploy new 
applications down the wire and reduce the time 
it takes to support new products and services. 
When you can mobilise your business faster,  
to drive new revenue and cost-efficiencies. 

6
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4. Bringing shadow IT out of  
the shade
For too many enterprises, the network is  
full of unknowns. We want to change that – 
giving you a real-time view of what’s really 
going across your network and how it’s 
performing. Where visibility is built-in to the 
network. Because by doing so, it will help you 
avoid bottlenecks and ring-fence bandwidth  
for your critical apps. Network changes made 
on your say-so, just how it should be.

 
5. Ensuring you’re never  
tied down
Why shouldn’t you be able to run your network 
based on open protocols? Move away from 
expensive proprietary hardware? Partner with 
your preferred vendor? Choose solutions and 
applications based on your business’ needs 
without limitations? All the while with flexible 
service and commercial models that give you 
more freedom, sized to your business needs.

6. Enabling you to deploy at the 
speed of business 
You know best when the time’s right to launch 
new applications and services. With zero-touch 
provisioning, you go live when it suits you. 
You don’t need your network to be manually 
configured – instead you can let software  
do the hard work.

 
7. Keeping you one step ahead  
of the bad guys
With the ability to manage your network  
centrally, it is easier to update your security  
rules. At the click of the button, you’ll be able  
to change policies which are applied in real-time 
across the whole network. Making it possible  
to maintain connectivity, while you thwart  
the threat.

7
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Why Vodafone for SDN? 

Because the success of our 
5G network relies on SDN 
Vodafone’s commitment to SDN isn’t  
based on just being a supplier. As a user  
of SDN, we know exactly what our customers 
need from the technology to solve their 
business challenges.   

 
Because we’re vendor-agnostic 

We built Ready Network on open standards 
because we believe you should have the 
freedom to choose your preferred partners.    

 
Because we operate where  
you operate

You’ll find us across multiple countries. 
We can support you locally, nationally or 
internationally, whatever your ambitions.

 

Because we’re ready for the 
next wave of technology and 
innovation 
We have a pioneering technology strategy, 
with a vision to leverage in-built analytics with 
automation and artificial intelligence.

 
Because we’re a total  
solutions provider

With a network that spans mobile, cloud 
and fixed network capabilities, we are so 
much more than mobile. We can provide the 
overlay and underlay network, giving you the 
reliability, agility and insights needed for the 
digital age.      

 
Because we make moving  
to SDN easy 

We have a clear five-step process to help  
you move to SDN, at a pace that suits you, 
in a way that prioritises solving your specific 
business problems. 
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Start your journey to  
Ready Network today 
(it’s easier than you think).

1. Explore: SDN Innovation Workshop 

A discovery session for your team to explore  
how SDN can support your business objectives  
and solve your networking issues.

 
2. Assess: SDN Readiness Assessment

We’ll share how and when you should deploy,  
based on your business objectives, technical  
strategy and existing infrastructure.   

 
3. Evaluate: SDN Demo

See SDN in action in a live SD-WAN  
demo environment. 

 
4. Prove: SDN Proof of Concept

A more formal proof of SDN within your  
environment – letting you see the benefits  
and supporting you in building the business  
case for wider roll-out. 

 
5. Deploy: SDN Deployment 

All the support you need to go live at a pace  
and scale that suits your business.

We want to help you understand what Ready Network and  
SDN mean for your business. But more than that, we want  
to put you in control so you can decide when and how best  
to make the move. 

Our five-step approach* helps you design your approach, plot your 
course to the future – and maximise the value of SDN to your business.

*Five steps subject to terms and conditions. 
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Let’s realise your  
Ready Network vision

Speak to your Vodafone rep about  
Ready Network today. 

The future is exciting.

Ready?


